Higher Close Reading Practice

The extract is from “Our Mutual Friend” by Charles dickens and describes a journey on the Thames in London.

As they glided slowly on, keeping under the shore, and sneaking in and out among the  shipping, by back-alleys of water, in a pilfering way that seemed to be their boatman’s normal manner of  progression, all the objects among which they crept were so huge in contrast with their wretched boat as to
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threaten to crush it. Not a ship’s hull, with its rusty iron links of cables run out of hawse-holes long discoloured with the iron’s rusty tears, but seemed to be there with grim intention. Not a figure-head but had a menacing look of bursting forward to run them down. Not a sluice-gate, or a painted scale upon a post or wall, showing the depth of water, but seemed to hint, like the 
10 
dreadfully facetious Wolf in bed in Grandmamma’s cottage, “That’s to drown you in, my dears!” Not a lumbering black barge, with its cracked and blistered side impending over them, but seemed to suck at the river with a thirst for sucking them under. And everything so vaunted the spoiling influences of  water – discoloured copper, rotten wood, honey-combed stone, green dank 
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deposit – that the after-consequences of being crushed, sucked under, and drawn down, looked as ugly to the imagination as the main event.
Some half-hour of this work, and Riderhood unshipped his sculls, stood holding on to a barge, and hand over hand longwise along the barge’s side gradually worked his boat under her head into a secret little nook of scummy 

20 
water. And driven into that nook, and wedged as he had described, was Gaffer’s boat; that boat with the stain still in it, bearing some resemblance to a muffled human form.

“Now tell me I’m a liar!” said honest Riderhood.
Questions

1. Explain how the structure of the opening sentence of this passage reflects
the idea of the phrase “in a pilfering way” (line 2).
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2. From lines 5-13, choose  two examples of familiar objects and explain 

how each of these objects comes to take on sinister connotations. (You

might consider such features as word-choice, sentence-structure,

imagery, or any other appropriate feature.)
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3.
 Explain briefly the purpose of the dashes in lines 14 and 15.
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4.
Explain the use of the semi-colon in line 21.
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5. Explain how the final line helps you to deduce the reason for the

journey described in this passage.
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